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MISSION:  To improve the quality of life and health for all residents of Scioto County 
by increasing access to healthcare, public awareness of healthy living, and disease 
prevention, leading to better living conditions and health environment for all 
community members.

VISION: A strong community in which residents are supported by the Scioto County 
Health Department and other community agencies in achieving optimal health and 
wellness, participating in disease prevention and activities, maintaining a clean and 
healthy environment, and improving quality of life across the community.

VALUES:  Professionalism, Respect and Concern, Excellent Service, Communication, 
Honesty, and Collaboration

Board of Health Members

Laura Miller - President Term Expires 2026

Christy Sherman - Pro -Temp Term Expires 2025

Sean Sturgill - Board Member Term Expires 2024 

Dr.Aaron Adams - Board Member Term Expires 2027

Adrienne Buckler-Callihan Member Term Expires 2028

2023 School Nurse Meeting

2023 Scioto County Fair 



2023 Annual Report Page 3

YTD Income by Category

Local Gov. / Charges/ Permits & Fees/ Grants/ State Subsidy/ Misc./
. 

2023 Financial Report 

*SCHD is now able to apply for grants without PCHD - SCHD has applied and been awarded 2 grants that
will run into 2025.



2023 Environmental Report 
ANIMAL EXPOSURES (RABIES CONTROL)

2023 Environmental Review 
• There was no testing in 2023 for Water, Food, 

or BOD/SS.
• PUBLIC HEALTH NUISANCES for 2023

Total Inspections: 2023 - 84
• Private Water Systems: 2023

o 0 Permits issued
o 0 Systems completed
o 0 Variances

STATE MANATED PROGRAMS

CONDEMNATIONS
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FOOD PROTECTION
Jan 27th 2023 - 1:00 pm 
612 6th St., Suite D

• Public Hearing - Re-employment of a Retired
Employee As required by Section 145.381 of the
Ohio Revised Code a public hearing is being held
before the re-employment of a retired employee of
the health department.

March 8th 2023- 10:00am 
612 6th St. Suite D
• Portsmouth, Oh 45662Public Hearing -Campground

Fees  In order to update the Campground License
Fees and Categories. Updates were made in
accordance with OAC 3701-36-14 and ORC
3749.04.
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2023 Food Borne Outbreak Training West Portsmouth School 
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2023 Sewage Program

SCIOTO RESIDENTIAL SERVICES – HOME SEPTIC INSPECTIONS

Sewage Inspections (Bank Loans) Operation and Maintenance Program

Ohio Administrative Code: 
Chapter 3701-29 
When working correctly, septic systems are an excellent way to treat 
wastewater. However, poor maintenance can cause these systems to fail 
leading to pollution of our ground and surface water. In order to avoid 
septic system failure the state of Ohio has created a set of rules, Ohio 
Administrative Code: Chapter 3701-29, to help monitor and maintain septic 
systems. These statewide rules have made it so Scioto County 
Health Department (SCHD) must expand it’s current Operation and 
Maintenance (O&M) Program to include all septic systems in Scioto 
County.

Is my septic system "grandfathered in" making me exempt from the O&M 
program? 
No. Every septic system in Scioto County will be in the O&M program eventually. The 
2015 state-wide sewage rules mandate all septic 
systems be in an O&M program, no system is exempt. 

2023 O&M Fees Paid
$14,900.00 = 298 systems enrolled

Private Sewage System
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2023 Health Education & Promotion
• 19 Health Fairs and community events had SCHD info booths or

presentations

• Increased our use of Facebook to get public health information out

• Continued community health worker grant from OSU with one staff to assist
with education and outreach

• Continued Community Health Worker engagement in the community.

2023 Scioto 
County Fair 
- First Aid
Clinic and
Cooling
StationWe
staffed first
aid house/
cooling
station on
weekdays (9
am – 4 pm)
at 2023 Fair

2023 Scioto County Fair Booth 

2023 Community Baby Shower 

SSU Health Fair 
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Public Health Nursing Report 2023  Vaccine Notes -

• The number of COVID vaccines administered in 2022 and 2023 were down considerably from
the numbers we had in 2021. This decrease is expected to continue in future years as far fewer
people want the vaccine, now that the pandemic emergency is over.
• Because of the decreased demand for COVID clinics in 2023, we had fewer mobile clinics in
2023 than in 2021 and 2022. However, we did 55 mobile vaccine clinics in 2023, which is 2 ½
times more than our baseline number of mobile clinics per year (2017, before the Hep A
outbreak and COVID 19 pandemic).
• The 55 mobile clinics we did in 2023 were for COVID-19, flu, and required school vaccines.

Immunizations

2023 School Health and Support to School Nurses - 

• Held two school nurse meetings (September and April 2023),
provided training with continuing education credits.
• We facilitated training of school nurses in Narcan
administration, and worked with schools to develop policies to
keep Narcan on-site and train their staff to use it. Three new
school approved stocking Narcan in schools in 2023.
• We continued to assist schools with COVID-19 protocols and
questions on cases, isolation and quarantine, masks, etc.
• We continued to assist schools with immunization questions and
management of other disease cases.
• We provided 17 mobile immunization clinics in schools (for
COVID, flu, and school-required vaccines).
• We provided prescriptions for epi-pens and defibrillators for
schools that needed them.
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The Project DAWN 

Infectious Diseases: 
Surveillance & Follow-up

2023  Disease  Notes  - 

• The majority (89%) of our reportable disease cases in 2023 were COVID-19 positives.
• The number of COVID cases in reported to us in 2023 does not represent the total
number of COVID cases in Scioto County. Many people used home tests and did not
report the results to us. We have no way of knowing the actual case count; we can
only report cases that were reported to us.
• We had a significant increase (83% increase) in tickborne disease cases in 2023.
• Sexually-transmitted infections increased by 40% in 2023.
• Bloodborne pathogens decreased by 19% in 2023.
• We had a lower number of hospitalized flu cases in 2023, because the 2023-24 flu
season hit later (peaked in 2024, not 2023).

2023 Child Fatality Review

• We reviewed 21 infant and child deaths in our county-wide meeting on February 23,
2024.
• The 21 cases reviewed included 2 from 2018, 1 from 2020, 3 from 2021, 5 from 2022, and
10 from 2023.
• An additional 3 cases were held over by the prosecutor, to be reviewed when
investigations are complete. (1 from 2022 and 2 from 2023)
• Of the 21 cases reviewed in February 2023, 12 were infants. 6 of the 12 infant deaths
were associated with unsafe sleep conditions. Of those 6 infant sleep-related deaths, 5
were associated with co-sleeping with one or more adults in an adult bed or on a sofa.
• Due to the high number of sleep-related infant deaths in Scioto County, we are
continuing to work on a multi-agency community-wide program to educate the public
about the dangers of co-sleeping with infants (started in January 2023), which will involve
public service videos.
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Children With Medical Handicaps 
Program (BCMH)

2023 BCMH Notes: 
• We trained one of our current nurses to help with this program, so now all our nurses are trained
and take CMH cases.
• We are receiving more applications to the CMH program. In addition, we were successful in
getting many families who went off the program during the pandemic back on the program this
year. As a result, our total number of clients needing public health nurse follow-up increased by
22% in 2023, compared to 2022.

•*CMH is a voluntary program.  If parents do not respond after 3 contact attempts, we no longer 
pursue attempts  
 to do client visits. 

2023 Support/Collaborations 

• Southern Ohio Medical Center – continued collaboration on COVID-19 vaccine effort, Children With 
Medical Handicaps Program (trained their pediatric staff), and school-based asthma therapy initiative
• Family and Children First Council – attended bi-monthly meetings; collaborate on case management on 
cases with medical issues
• Shawnee State University – attended Nursing Department Advisory Board meeting, SSU Health Fair and 
several SSU Career Fairs
• Early Childhood Coordinating Committee – attended bi-monthly meetings; collaborate on programming 
such as community baby showers, Head Start resource fairs, etc.
• Help Me Grow – cross-referrals
• Scioto County Children’s Services -- They refer medically-fragile children to us for BCMH assistance; 
coordination of specialty care. Also assisted with issues regarding COVID cases and vaccinations. Our 
community health worker arranged for and facilitated training for staff on Human Trafficking.
• Nursing homes / assisted living facilities – COVID response assistance, COVID and flu vaccinations, weekly 
check-ins re COVID, other Infectious disease assistance and follow-up.
• Portsmouth City Health Dept. – collaboration on many programs including COVID-19 response.
• Ohio Department of Health – on many programs, including COVID-19 response, influenza prevention and 
response, etc.
• Scioto County Tobacco Coalition – attended meetings and participated in several events/presentations on 
youth vaping awareness and prevention.
• Scioto County Cancer Coalition – attended bi-monthly meetings
• Nationwide Children’s Hospital – collaborated on infant mortality issues and school-based asthma therapy 
pilot program.
• Amerihealth Caritas – collaboration on school nurse meetings and infant mortality initiative.
• Scioto County Infant Safe Sleep Initiative – helped launch this multi-agency coalition, launched project to 
produce public service videos on the dangers of co-sleeping with infants. (Still in progress in 2024.)
• Area Agency on Aging District 7 – collaborated on COVID and flu vaccine clinics



Vital Statistics of Scioto County
The Vital Statistics of Scioto County Health Department maintains birth 
records from December 20, 1908 to present of births anywhere in OHIO and 
Death records from 1931 to present (only if death occurred in Scioto County 
outside of Portsmouth City 
limits). Costs are $25.00 per certified copy. Scioto County Health Department 
in accordance with Scioto County Auditor Office accepts cash, money orders, 
cashier's and local checks made payable to Scioto County Health Department. 
Records may be 
requested in person Monday-Friday from 8:30-4:15.

Medial Billing
Insurance Plans the SCHD Accepts 
• Aetna Medicare
• Allied Benefit systems
• Ambetter From Buckeye Health

• Anthem
• Caresource
• Buckeye Community Health

• Cigna
• GEHA
• Humana Medicare

• Ohio Medicaid
• Medical Mutual

• Medicare
• Molina

• Paramount (Changing to Anthem
Medicaid)

• Railroad Medicare
• Trustmark
• United Health Care
* Still working to add more
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